[Structure, function and the role of factor XIII in human pathology].
Modern views on the functioning of coagulation system are constantly replenished with the facts obtained using the newest methods of molecular biology and medicine. The purpose of many components of this system is non-uniform and covers the whole spectrum of biochemical reactions responsible for homeostasis. Current data on one of such components--the factor XIII (fibrin stabilizing factor) are stated. Except for the description of the enzyme structure and functions, information is presented about the methods of its detection, which development has resulted in accumulation of knowledge on the role of fibrin stabilizing factor in bleedings and thrombosis genesis. Data are given on hereditary and acquired deficiency of the factor XIII, as well as on conditions accompanied with the increase of its activity.